
Touring Nashoba 
Community Hospital 

........ 1. 

Groton ... district hockey 
team scoots into playoffs 

H■ 8POIITS NCTION

i ' 

, 1 ; i � , � f ,, 
;: / ; } Slraal undergoes

.rte evaluatlon 
.. Street was arraigned on a first the jail petitioned Ayer District

,,.,.,,..,_, RtJU1!' �mw-der charge in Ayer on Court on Tuesday February 10 
facts, fears 

n interview with de 
hirley Fire Chief Alp 

A.YE&.Accerdfq to Ayer �day. February 9, for the to commit Street ior psychiatri�
l)istr1ct -� �nt CJ.erk,.,. death of lril 16 month old step- evaluation for his activitles at the
W�wnt.ont Ami1 S� 4 daugh� Jaqueline �Rosario. jail on Monday evening. Officials
William Street Jr. has been sent After his arraignment Street was at Cambridge Jail would not 
t.c>Bridgewaterstat.ellospltalfor sent to Cambridge jail where he elaborate on the nature of
30 days psythiatric evaluation.. spent Monday night. Officials at Street's activities. 

"Whenever 

public spirit 
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Selectman 
slan up 
-Housing
Rehabllnn

by Charles Gordon

A YER-On February 13th
selectmen signed a one-month
contract to bring to the town the
services of a housing rehabilita­
tion consultant firm so that the
housing rehab loan and grant
phase of Ayer's Small Cities Pro­
gram grant can continue to move
forward while a more perm.anent
housing rehab specialist can oo
found. 

Meeting in a special session
last Friday with no regular
meeting of the Board planned for
the holiday February 16th, Chair­
man of Selectmen Irene Miller
and Selectman Stephen Slal'$ky
signed an agreement with Rusty
Rodes of Community Oppor­
tunities Group so that help in
details of housing rehab can be
provided through to March 13th
by the firm. 

In other business, acting on a
formal request from Donna Lag­
gis, chairman of the Ayer Am­
bulance Service, the Board a�
pointed Teri Sears as the town's
delegate to the annual meeting of
the Central Mass. Emergency
Medical Systems Corporation.
With an eye to "increase our
visibility on the state level and
therefore gain some additional
benefits," Laggis stated in her
written request to the Board, the
appointment will allow Sears to
vote for a slate of officers on the
Board of Directors of CMEMSC.
The town has had "no respresen­
tation in this capacity" in the 
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Little Brandon Johnson ... of Charles 
Street in Fitchburg demonstrating 
the joys of winter and childhood. 

Ayer, 
Massachusetts 

50 CENTS 

Car h_it by train 
in Sh1rle 

CLAIMS ANOTHER 
hy Marcia Perkins

A1ontach�seu Region 

SHIRLEY-Living in Shirley by
the railroad tracks you may see
several cars at any given time of
day traversing around and
through closed railroad crossing
gates,ignoring the red flashing
lights and even the whistle of an
oncoming train. This was the
case on Friday, February 13,
when Paul I. Vaillancourt decid­
ed to follow suit. Vaillancourt, 39, 
of Oak Ridge Road in Lunenburg
was lucky. 

AMTRACK number 433 com­
muter train, Boston tp Gardner,
struck Vaillancourt's 1975 Chevy
Impala demolishing the car but 

no one was hurt or, more impor­
tantly, killed. The train had stop­
ped at BenJamin Road to let off
passengers before striking the
car at Center Road at 2:30 p.m. 

Failure to stop at a railroad
crossing involves a $50 fine. Of­
ficer Gregory Massak, the first to
arrive at the scene, wrote a cita­
tion and says "If I could have
written him up for anything else
I would have.'' Shirley Police are
not encouraged to pursue anyone
engaging in this dangerous prac·
tice unless on the correct side of
the tracks. It's just too dangerous
for an officer to do so just to issue
a citation. Vaillancourt should
frame the ticket as a reminder of
his lucky day-lucky that he was
still alive to he cited. 

v·;i�rs approve-funds for • . Guercio _seeking
Transfer Statlgn-West . Main Street '':.�.�!�1•0n 

by Charles Gordon
Nashoba Region 

A YER-In the minutes before a
quorum-of townspeople could be
assembled a move to-postpone
business of the February 10th
special town meeting until the
day of the annual town meeting
almost held sway. Town officials
argued about the emergency
nature of three of the four articles
on the warrant a�d more
residents arrived with the result
that all present sat down and in
an hour and a half pa 11 th 
artirles. 

Chairman of Selectmen Irene
Miller first had to speak out
against the notion that "with a lit­
tle more foresight" the Board
could have avoided having to call
"so many town meetings." She
told the people, "We've acted in
good faith" in arriving at the
need for such a meeting to act on
important business. 

An entire evening in a January
special town meeting had had to
be devoted to major 7.0lling bylaw
amendments key to an update of
the town's master plan. That
meetinl bad resulted in approval
Jl a IIIR that included one piece

t t 

• .,. •• 5 1--Lmy Caldwell, left and Donald Divan as they appeared before the board of selectmen
to receive 1111 board's thlnki, on behalf of 1111 entll'I snowplowing Cff/W, tor keeping roads open during a SOOfl'f Ja1uary.
of zoning change that Planning the articles passed jibe with the desipation from industrial to
Board Chairman Peter Johnston map as both articles and map are general residence for an area
said had beeb "inadvertently now in the bands of the state's at- bounded by Forrest Street, Bligh
omitted" from the special ar- torney general, townspeople on Street anbd Tannery Street.
ticles addreued at that January February 1oth were being asked Johnston said the change, pused
meeting, Thus1 in order lo make to approve ' chage of zone CONTINUED TO PAGE 12A 

Montachusttt Region 

SHIRLEY-Selectman Chip
Guercio of Shirley will be seeking
�-·•uon al the Annual Town
Meeting in May. Guercio was
elected to a one year unexpired
term last May when Emily
DeLaite retired for health
reasons. Terms are normally
three years. 

The moilt esciting events s • 
bis term belan include the ini
tion of the feaslbl 
study/building commi 
...,.lbe.,. 
safety bllildial 88)11 
''We have negotiated 
state n,prdlng tbe-'911--­
MCI 8bir1eJ and wba 

thetowll . .1111.11U111111Q 
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and to ‘‘keep down further in- 
dustrial use of those roads’’ in a 
residential neighborhood. 

As a result of a 40 affirmative 
to 9 negative vote at this special 
town meeting the town treasurer 
has permission to borrow up to 
$620,000 to pay for construction 
costs for a new solid waste 
transfer station to be situated at 
the filled-to-capacity sanitary 
landfill on Groton Harvard Road. 
Now selectmen can have Town 
Engineer William Redfield and 
design engineering firm SEA 
solicit bids with the hope of hav- 
ing the transfer station on line by 
September. 

Miller, Selectman Charles Pap- 
pas and Redfield stated that 
unless the town shows some pro- 
gress on getting the transfer sta- 

tion built the state DEQE would 
close the landfill in September 
and then the town would be forc- 
ed to pay much higher costs for 
transporting the trash to Refuse 
Fuels Associates (the firm con- 
tracted with already to haul trash 
out of town in compactor trailers) 
than it would with a transfer sta- 
tion ready. 

Redfield explained the history 
leading from the 1985 annual 
town meeting appropriation of 
$285,000 for transfer station con- 
struction to the estimation by 
SEA designers just a few weeks 
ago of what it might cost to build 
the station. Actually $95,000 in the 
original appropriation had been 
set aside for the first year of the 
station’s operation. Most of the 
rest had been used for the unex- 
pected cost of having design 
plans drawn up. 

° PUBLIC SPIRIT = 

Redfield also explained how his 
study committee had come up 
with alternatives to solve the 
town’s solid waste disposal needs 
with the present landfill nearing 
capacity and how townspeople in 
their town meeting votes and 
town selectmen in their review of 
the study committee’s research 
and recommendations had nar- 
rowed the alternatives to this one 
solution. At this point it was simp- 
ly “‘too late’’ to consider voting 
down the construction of the sta- 
tion so that another alternative 
could be pursured. 

With the Board of Health yet to 
announce a decision on whether 
to allow commercial refuse 
haulers to use'the transfer station 
and a sense on the part of some 
that all dumping regulations 
might not be perfectly clear to 
residents in general, at the 

Watch You 
Step! « 

Buying a new car or 

careful thought and planning. There are 
going to be a lot of claims made... hundreds 
of models to choose from... several finance plans 
and as you know... all warrantees are not created 
equal. You may want to choose a dealer before 
you choose a car. Someone who has been in business 
for a while... Maybe sold a friend or neighbor of yours 
a car. Take it one step at a time and be sure to see us. 

truck requires 

meeting the 10th a few citizens 
urged that a vote on the ap-— 
propriation of money for the pro- 
ject should be put off until these 
regulations were made clear. 
Here Miller responded that for 
this it was ‘‘time for the people to 
go to Board of health meetings”’ 
to get such matters squared 
away. Selectmen had done what 
they were required by law to do 
and, as Redfield added, ‘“‘we need 
to get the money now.” Those 
who brought up this issue were 
concerned that no one from the 
Board of Health was present the 
10th to answer their questions. 

West Main 
As their first act of voting the 

10th residents approved ap- 
propriation of $151,762 under the 
1987 tax cap to place with state 
funds to cover the $423,000 low bid 

to reconstruct drainage, roadway 

CELEBRATING — 

BRANDNEW TAURUS LX 
Features accent group, bumper guards, clock conve- 

nience group, cornering lamps, rear defroster, floor 

mats, extended range fuel tank, tinted glass, il- 

BRAND NEW 
MUSTANG LX 

luminated keyless entry system, light group, interior 

luxury group, clean coat red paint, AM/FM stereo 

Cassette w/premium sound, power seats, speed 

control, tit wheel, aluminum wheels, power win- 
dows, electronic air conditioning and more! 

Stk. No. 3807 

delivered, no add ons 

BRAND NEW 

EXP 

Features power steering, auto. transmission, rear defroster, 
tinted glass, power lock group, AM/FM stereo w/premium 
sound, speed control, styled road wheels & more! Stk. No. 
3800 

$864 1 delivered no add-ons 

LUXURY 

Features auto transmission, AM/FM stereo cassette with 

premium sound, slip roof, power steering, intermittent wipers & 

more! Stk. No. 3772 

$8545 delivered no add-ons 

| Voters Anprove Funds for lransfer CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A 

» unanimously on the 10th, would 
“serve to control industrial growth 

and *sidewalks on West Main 
Street to Mechanic Street. Miller 
explained why the extra money 
beyond Ayer’s Small Cities Pro- 
gram grant had been found to be 
necessary for the project, Pappas 
hinted at the warning of the state 
Executive Office of Communities 
and Development about the loss 
of the entire Small Cities grant 
unless progress were made, Red- 
field gave details of the drainage 
and depth of reconstruction on 
the roadway, and Downtown 
Business Association President 
Ed Kelley spoke on how mer- 
chants and property owners had 
had their imput included in the 
planning. 

Speaking as a West Main Street 
property owner, Town Counsel 
Robert Gardner said he had of 
course not been eligible for any 
Small Cities loan or grant money 

for his new construction project 
there. Carl Blackwell of Fit- 
chburg had reconstructed the 

Ryan’s Roast property with no 

local or state government funds. 

Gardner pointed out that “the 

whole project’? fof*West Main 

Street ‘serves to stimulate that 

kind of progress.”’ 

Gardner said, “‘I support this 

second phase of the Main Street 

project.”’ It is ‘‘another step to 

revitalize the town in general.’ 

He added, ‘‘All these types of 

things will make our community 

better.” 
Voters also accepted for the 

town $28,437 in state Equal 

Educational Opportunity grant 

money to be used for School 

Department ‘‘direct service ex- 
penditures” as approved by the 
School Committee. School 
Superintendent Neville Markham 
told townspeople that as soon as 
the department had learned an 
exact figure, he had asked select- 
men to place this article on the 
January special town meeting 
warrant for consideration. As the 
money had to be spent by June 
30th, putting off a decision on this 
acceptance until the May annual 
town meeting would make the 
timing for spending ‘‘awfully 

tight.”’ 
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been appointed. Guercio adds 
‘One of the things that has kept 
us busy since August Ist is the 
lock-up situation.’’ The Ayer lock- 
up has been unavailable since 
that time and selectmen have, 
needed to approve several ona! 
porary solutions to the 
while searching for a long-term 
solution. 

Guercio says he hasn’t heard 
enough of the details of the 
federal ‘‘snow money”’ distribu- 
tion process yet to decide if 
receipt of the federal funds will 
preclude the need for a special 
town meeting to deal with the 
situation, but that will be discuss- 
ed at this week’s meeting. 

Being a selectman does not af- 
fect the running of the ‘‘Bull 
Run,” Guercio’s restaurant, 
dramatically he claims, since 

‘Most of the town business that 
Im involved in, selectmen’s 
meetings or meetings pertaining 
to business of the selectmen, are 

all basically week night occur- 
rences. The majority of my hours 
of business at the Bull Run are 
basically day hours with a heavy 
emphasis on week-ends.’’ Guer- 
cio’s schedule is flexible and: he 
claims he is lucky that his 
business is located in Shirley and 
only a five minute ride from the 
municipal building and 
viSa-versa. 
Guercio has 4 children, three 

sons and a daughter, ages 16 

months to 8 years. He is married 
te Dolores Folkins of Shirley. 
Guercio’s sister, Allison, has 

served in the Peace Corps in 
Africa and recently gave a lec- 
ture on the subject to students at 
the Lura A. White School in 
Shirley. 

Red Cross representative 

believes in what she does 
by Katy McGillen 

Val Noland is a small person 
with a very large job. She is the 
Nashoba Field Representative 
for the Leominster Chapter of the 
Red Cross. Noland serves the 
communities of Ayer, Groton, 
Harvard, Littleton, and Shirley. 
Her office is located in the Red 
Cross Building on Fort Devens, 
and she wants to let people know 
she is there. 

Noland offers Fort Devens and 
the surrounding areas many ser- 
vices. She coordinates CPR and 
First Aid classes as well as the in- 
structor classes. All are open to 
the public. 

Usually two CPR and two First 
Aid classes are offered monthly, 

but if required, Noland will coor- 
dinate additional classes to work 
around unusual circumstances or 
to accomodate large groups. 
Scheduling is no problem either, 

says Noland, “I'll bend over 
backwards” she says to work 
around time tables, including us- 
ing night and weekend classes. 

Also included in the field 
representative’s duties is service 
to the military family. This is 
primarily for families with a 
spouse overseas. In case of 
emergency, Noland locates and 
passes the message to the 
overseas spouse, or as ina recent 
case, she will locate the spouse 
after long periods of no com- 
munication to ensure that all is 
well. 

Although Noland has only been 

a field rep since Dec. 1, she has 
vast amounts of experience in the 
Red Cross volunteer business. 
She started as a Candy Striper in 
Philadelphia when she was 18, 
and volunteered on and off for the 
next 20 years. 

Among other credentials, she is 
a certified Washington Emergen- 
cy Medical Technician, Rape 
Relief Advocate, and Multi- 
Media First Aid Instructor. 
Noland’s background and en- 
thusiasm has prepared her to 
take on virtually any task the 
public gives her. 
Noland and her husband of 10 

years, eloped when they were 
both stationed in Heidelberg, 
West Germany after only a four- 
month courtship. Soon after, 
Noland left the military. Her hus- 
band is a driver with the 104th 
Transportation Company at Fort 
Devens. 

Their last assignment was at 
Fort Lewis, Wash: which they en- 
joyed except for the rainy season. 
“Your toes start to web and you 
quack periodically,’’ she said. 

But the Nolands’ favorite area 
is New England, and they hope to 
eventually purchase a house in 
New Hampshire. 

“T really believe in what I’m 
doing,’’ says Noland. Any 
military or civilian in Ayer or the 
surrounding areas with questions 
are urged to call Noland at 
772-3384. She is not only an 
authority on Red Cross affairs 
and offerings, but she is in- 
teresting and fun to talk with. 

Nashoba appoints director 
AYER-Regina Burzynski has 

joined The Nashoba Community 
Hospital as director of quality 
assurance and utilization review. 
In this capacity she is responsi- 
ble for monitoring the use of 
hospital resources and ensuring 
optimum patient care and 
satisfaction. 
“Nashoba Hospital has made ' 

quality patient care a top priori- 

ty, and I am delighted to be part 
of that commitment,” Burzynski 
said. 

Formerly the assistant vice 
president of utilization manage- 
‘ment at Leominster Hospital, 
Burzynski received a BS in Nur- 
sing from Indiana University and 
a MBA from Western New 
England College.
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